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Dear Senator Mathias: 
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I am pleased to reply to your communication of 
November 8, requesting on behalf of Reverend John M. 
Sewell information concerning the arrest of Father 
Patrick Rice and U.S. assistance programs. 

Father Rice, an Irish priest, was arrested on 
October 11 and is being held by the Argentine Execu- 
tive. He has received several visits from the Irish 
Embassy, which is working on his behalf jointly with 
the Papal Nuncio. It appears likely that Father Rice 
will be deported from Argentina. 

The United States does not furnish economic 
assistance to Argentina. Vie do supply military sales 
credits, which are loans repayable with interest. 

In addition, a small amount of grant training is pro- 
vided. These programs provide ready access to the 
Argentine military and an opportunity to discuss 
human rights questions, which we do. 

I hope this information will be helpful to you 
in replying to Reverend' Sewell. 

Sincerely yours. 


Kempton B. Jenkins 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 
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